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The Gabrie l  Caruana Foundation (GCF) was founded 
in 2016 and is the natural progression of a l ifet ime 
that Gabrie l  Caruana (1929 - 2018) dedicated to 
contemporary art . The Foundation is a non-profit 
making organization that manages the art ist ic 
programme of The Mi l l ,  promotes emerging and 
establ ished contemporary art ists, and col laborates 
with indiv iduals and organisations. The Foundation is 
a registered voluntary organisation (VO1236) and has 
been registered with the Commissioner of Voluntary 
Organisations s ince Apri l  2016. It is a lso supported by 
Arts Counci l  Malta through the Investment in Cultural 
Organisations Fund 2020-2022. The Foundation has 
an ongoing col laboration agreement with Fondazzjoni 
Kreattiv ita’.   S ince Apri l  2021, the Gabrie l  Caruana 
Foundation has been an associate member of the 
Trans Europe Hal les, a European wide network of 
cultural organisations.

The SPRING Artist ic Programme by the Gabrie l 
Caruana Foundation has been developed to support 
early career contemporary art ists. Supporting art ists 
and col lect ives by exhibit ing at The Mi l l  has been a 
core princip le of the Foundation and of Gabrie l  and 
Mary Rose Caruana, the founders of The Mi l l  – Art, 
Culture and Crafts Centre. Since 2017, the Gabrie l 
Caruana Foundation has supported emerging art ists 
by dedicating its exhibit ion space for solo exhibit ions 
at The Mi l l .  The process is varied and goes beyond 
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simply supporting the set-up of an art ist ic showcase. 
The Foundation str ives to support emerging art ists 
and col lect ives in various ways through curation, 
concept and project development, funding and 
sponsor support, sales of artworks, marketing and 
international isat ion. This support has organical ly 
grown into SPRING, a programme that conceptual ly 
t ies in with the notion of creating a platform for the 
promotion of work by emerging art ists and col lect ives. 
This enables them to k ickstart or further expose their 
work and art ist ic career giv ing them the space to 
investigate and intervene. The SPRING programme is 
now two-pronged. We offer an annual month-long solo 
exhibit ion and col lect ive exhibit ions throughout the 
year.  The col laborating art ists are also contr ibuting 
towards the Foundation by dedicating some of their 
t ime to be actively involved in running the Foundation 
and The Mi l l .
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CURATORIAL 
NOTE
BY ELYSE TONNA

Midlife Crisis is an introspective exhibition of works by Daniel Borg 
which shifts focus from extraordinary realities to ordinary experiences 
through an entire exploration of the self. The visual instances presented 
in this exhibition, portray reflective elements, which, in the context of a 
midlife crisis, bring to the forefront the artist’s concern with age vis-
à-vis artistic production. The exhibition conveys an amalgamation of 
consequences following a process of rediscovery, through a series of 
images unveiling aspects of the mundane. 

The art ist captures melanchol ic instances transmitt ing a quasi-
universal and t imeless atmosphere, lacking contextual references. 
This body of work is general ly autobiographical ,  re lated to 
places, fr iends, thoughts, emotions and experiences which l inger 
in the mind of the art ist .  The introspective musings probe and 
uncover aspects related to boredom. The latter is a subjective 
phenomenon conveying moments of uncertainty, general ly having 
meaningless connotations. According to Heidegger, boredom 
chal lenges thoughts and emotions, it is a way of understanding 
our existence. For Nietzsche, boredom is the “unpleasant calm 
which precedes creative acts”. 

This phenomenon, as with a midl ife crisis, is general ly associated 
with lengthy periods of time characterised by a general feel ing 
of loss and emptiness. On the other hand, a certain dual ity 
exists which triggers existential reflections, general ly result ing 
in the generation of new meaning and real isations. In l ine with 
Borg’s personal experiences over the past year, this col lection 
of paintings projects the artist to a new trajectory, away from 
the world of music and into the world of painting. The latter has 
al lowed the artist to tap into his subconscious, delving into a 
world of curiosity and interpretation, a means of escape.



Si lvester
Oi l  on canvas, 80 x 60 cms

2020

Sonnenal lee
Oi l  on canvas, 50 x 60 cms

2020



Unit it led 2
Oi l  on canvas, 70 x 100 cms

2021 

Self-Portrait
Oi l  on canvas, 20 x 30 cms

2021



Tür
Oi l  on canvas, 40 x 50 cms

2021

The Pier
Oi l  on canvas, 100 x 70 cms

2020



Birthday 1
Oi l  on canvas, 40 x 50 cms

2021 

Birthday 2
Oi l  on canvas, 40 x 50 cms

2021



Friends in Car
Oi l  on canvas, 100 x 70 cms

2020

Untit led 3
Oi l  on canvas, 60 x 60 cms

2020



Record
Oi l  on canvas, 50 x 60 cms

2021

Austral ia
Oi l  on canvas, 50 x 60 cms

2020



Green Room
Oil on l inen, 80 x 60 cms

2020

The Jump
Oil on canvas, 100 x 80 cms

2020 



Yel low Jumper
Oi l  on canvas, 50 x 40 cms

2020

Lina
Oi l  on canvas, 50 x 40 cms

2020 



Far Away
Oi l on canvas, 100 x 70 cms

2020

Distance
Oi l  on canvas, 40 x 50 cms

2021 



Nannu Ċensu
Oi l  on canvas, 20 x 30 cms

2021 

Nannu Lel i
Oi l  on canvas, 20 x 30 cms

2021



Untit led 1 (Gir l  and Lamp)
Oi l  on canvas, 70 x 100 cms

2020

Alex
Oi l  on canvas, 70 x 100 cms

2020



Gaze
Oi l  on canvas, 70 x 100 cms

2020



DANIEL BORG
Daniel Borg (b. 1986), based in Berlin, 
is an emerging and self-taught 
artist that since 2020 has developed 
his studio based practice. He has 
exhibited his work as part of the 
INDOORS collective exhibition at 
Desko (2020). He is also working on 
showing his work in Berlin. In 2021 
Borg was invited by the Gabriel 
Caruana Foundation to exhibit his 
works in his first solo exhibition 
as part of their SPRING Artistic 
Programme for emerging artists. 
Borg is known for his musical work 
with Skimmed, The Velts, Fastidju 
and Superlove. He graduated in 
Building and Construction Design 
at MCAST and worked in Malta 
and Berlin based architectural 
studios. Through his paintings, 
Borg is investigating figurative 
and factual narrative, using 
vibrant colour and bold brushes 
of paint to convey meaning and 
emotion. There is an element of 
disjointedness and nostalgia in the 
works developed in this last year 
of intensive creation. 
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